CHAPTER I
HORACE  WALPOLE AND   "THE  CASTLE   OF   OTRANTo"
A   GENERAL   INTRODUCTION
I
IT is desirable in estimating the historical importance of
any literary work to form an idea of its background. But
when the work is supposed to have initiated something,
inaugurated a new era, given an impetus to effort in new
directions, this becomes indispensable. Old and New are
terms of comparison. We cannot understand the one with-
out a knowledge of the other. And to appreciate fully the
significance of The Castle of Otranto we must connect it with
the past and trace its antecedents. The tricks of light and
shade, colour and line, which are best revealed by looking at a
picture in perspective, are entirely lost in a too close scrutiny.
It will therefore only be meet to give a perspective of
tendencies in fiction when Horace Walpole wrote his famous
novel.
The history of English fiction from the end of the
seventeenth century to the middle of the eighteenth is the
history of the rise of realism and the decreasing popularity
of romance. A change was taking place in the general
outlook. The spirit, which resulted in the formation of the
Royal Society and the utilitarian philosophy of Hobbes,
influenced literature also in almost all its phases. In spite
of their extreme popularity, the ponderous romances of La
Calpren^de and Scud^ry which were translated in the
sixteen-fifties never struck root in the English soil. Fiction
in England was taking a different course. Mrs. Behn, her
successors Mrs. Manley and Mrs. Haywood, Swift and
Defoe, and the periodical essayists were paving the way
for the great mid-eighteenth century quartette. And if it be